Letter to Volkswind From Noise Measurement Location Landowners
c.c. Planning Officer S.C.D.C.
Dear 

Wind Farm Background Noise Measurements

With regard to your request for access to my property to undertake background noise measurements as part of the environmental impact assessment for your proposed wind farm. I am prepared to allow you such access provided you agree to provide the following data in a suitable electronic format within one month of the completion of the actual measurements. This will allow me to get this data analysed by an acoustical consultant if necessary:
1.
The complete noise data set in 10 minute intervals including LAeq and LA90 values.


2.
A time history chart showing each ten minute period for LAeq, LA90 and average wind speed identifying any periods removed from the dataset and the reasons why.

3.
The complete wind dataset for the concurrent ten minute periods including wind speed and direction at 10m. I understand that you will not have an anemometer mast on site when you will be undertaking the noise measurements. Can you confirm how you are proposing to account for wind shear if you do not have wind data at hub height or alternatively at two heights to enable you to calculate the hub height wind speed for each specific ten minute period.
4.
The rainfall data for the measurement period.

In addition so that any consultant can analyse the data to verify your analysis and conclusions I would require the following:


5.
For the turbine selected for the analysis the manufacturer’s warranted sound power levels as a function of wind speed and the document from which this is taken. Also the octave band spectra for the said turbine.


6.
Details of the prediction methodology for the calculation of turbine noise imissions at selected properties and the assumptions employed for such areas as ground roughness, temperature, humidity, spherical or hemi-spherical propogation, barriers, screening, receiver height and any other assumptions to be used.

7.
Details of the microphones and wind shields employed and the calibration data.


8.
Tonal penalty if employed.

I would also require confirmation that you will undertake the analysis for as long as is required by ETSU-R-97 to cover all wind directions and wind speeds up to 12m/s. Could you also confirm whether you are intending to undertake seasonal measurements in both summer and winter to understand this important variability. 

I would also ask to be involved in the selection of the actual microphone location and suggest that when you agree that specific position with the Council EHO that I am also present.

All these requests are for information that should be already be being carried out by your noise consultant so I cannot imagine they would cause you any problems in agreeing to my understandable requests.

I would be grateful if you could confirm your agreement in writing before the noise measurement programme starts.

Yours Sincerely
